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CONFIDENTIAL LIMA 10331 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, ES, PE 

SUBJECT: LEGAL STATUS OF MIGUEL A. TESTINO 
REF: SAN SALVADOR 5 148 

1. IN OCTOBER: 1975, THE NEWLY-INSTALLED MORALES BERMUDEZ 
GOVERNMENT ISSUED ARREST WARRANTS FOR SEVERAL ASSOCIATES OF FORMER 
PRESIDENT VELASCO, AMONG THEM MIGUEL ANGEL TESTINO. THE CHARGES 
WERE CORRUPTION OF ONE KIND OR ANOTHER AGAINST THOSE WHO USED 
THEIR RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE FORMER REGIME TO ENRICH THEMSELVES 
ILLEGALLY. THE NEW REGIME TERMED THIS A "MORALIZATION CAMPAIGN”. 

AS THE EMBASSY NOTED AT THE TIME (75 LIMA 8951) THE POLITICAL 
SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS GROUP OF ARREST WARRANTS WAS THAT THERE HAD 
BEEN RUMORS OF PLOTTING BY THE FORMER VELASCO ASSOCIATES TO 
RETURN HIM TO POWER. 

2. WE ASSUME AND BELIEVE THAT THE ARREST WARRANT IS STILL OUT- 
STANDING AGAINST TESTINO. WE ARE HIGHLY RELUCTANT, HOWEVER, TO 
RAISE THE QUESTION WITH THE ATTORNEY GENERAL WHO HAS PERSONAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE MORALIZATION CAMPAIGN, OR WITH ANYONE 
ELSE IN THE GOP WHO MIGHT BE WILLING TO TELL US WHAT PLANS HAVE 
BEEN LAID TO APPREHEND TESTINO. THE MATTER IS POLITICALLY 
SENSITIVE AND, AS THE DEPARTMENT IS AWARE, WE HAVE BEEN OBLIGED 
TO INQUIRE SPECIFICALLY INTO RELATED CASES WHERE THERE ARE 
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SOME U.S. INTERESTS. WE ALSO SEE NO POSSIBLE HUMAN RIGHTS CON- 
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SIDERATION IN THE CASE OF TESTINO. 

3. THERE MAY BE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO INQUIRE VERY GENERALLY 
AS TO THE PROGRESS OF THE MORALIZATION CAMPAIGN. IF SO, WE 
WILL DO SO, BUT WE ARE UNLIKELY TO ELICIT ANY SPECIFIC 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE THIRD COUNTRIES, IF ANY, WHERE THE 
GOP HAS LAID TRAPS FOR TESTINO. 

DEAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL ASYLUM, BUSINESSMEN, LITIGATION, HUMAN RIGHTS, ALLEGATIONS, ARRESTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 NOV 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: blochdO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LIMA10331 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 
Executive Order: GS 
Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760421-0692 

From: LIMA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 976/newtext/tl 9761 159/aaaabyrg. tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 SAN SALVADOR 5148 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: blochdO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 1 6 JUL 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 JUL 2004 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <27 OCT 2004 by blochd0> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: LEGAL STATUS OF MIGUEL A. TESTINO 
TAGS: PINT, ES, PE, (TESTINO, MIGUEL A) 

To: SAN SALVADOR 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



